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Italian Renaissance Manuscripts Featured at 
Cleveland Museum of Art 


CLEVELAND (Jan. 30, 2003) —The finest choral Italian illuminated manuscripts from The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art (MMA) and a private collection on long-term loan at the MMA will be featured in a new 
exhibition at the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA). Treasures of a Lost Art: Italian Manuscript Painting of 
the Middle Ages and Renaissance will open Feb. 23, remaining on view through May 4, 2003. Admission to 
the museum and this exhibition is free. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is the exhibition’s first venue, affording the public its first look at the 
impressive collection of Italian illuminated manuscripts assembled after World War I by Robert Lehman 
(1891-1969), one of the greatest 20th-century collectors of manuscripts. His collection was formed over the 
course of three decades, beginning with single leaves and cuttings, extending the collection of early panel 
paints formed by his father, Philip Lehman. His collection of Italian illuminated manuscripts is comparable 
only to the Cini Collection in Venice, Italy. 

Stephen N. Fliegel, associate curator of Medieval art at the Cleveland Museum of Art notes: “ The 
museum is privileged to be the public premier for this important collection of Italian illuminations. They 
provide a rich survey of Italian painting from the Gothic age and the Renaissance, an era in which the painted 
page was held in higher esteem than the more monumental forms of painting on panel or fresco.” 

This exhibition will include 66 manuscript sheets and cuttings of included works by some of the most 
famous names in Italian painting, such as Duccio di Buoninsegna, Stefano da Verona and Cosimo Tura, as 
well as visually stunning examples by leading figures in the history of Italian manuscript illumination. The 
collection originally comprised 145 pieces ranging in date from the 13" to the 16" century, and it represents 
the major centers of manuscript production in Italy, including spectacular examples from southern Italy, 
Umbria, Tuscany, Emilia, Lombardy and Veneto. Together they provide a rich tapestry of images that 
broadens our knowledge and appreciation of the creative genius of Italian Renaissance culture. 

Unknown to specialists and scholars are works by some of the major figures in the history of Italian 
paintings, such as the illuminated leaf by Duccio di Buoninsegna or the cuttings by Stefano da Verona and 
Cosimo Tura. 

Among the most important pieces in the collection are fragments from two prestigious series of 15th- 


century choir books: one commissioned by the Greek cardinal Bessarion for the Franciscan convent of Saint 
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Anthony of Padua in Constantinople, the other created for the Benedictine monastery of San Giorgio Maggiore 
in Venice. Also included in the collection are two cuttings by the Lombard painter Stefano da Verona: 
Pentecost in an Initial A (ca. 1430-35). The cuttings reflect the exquisite technical refinement and fantastic 
decorative nature of the highest achievement in the International Gothic style in Italy. The Emilian painter 
Marmitta reflected the changes in the craft of manuscript illumination during the late 15th century and early 
16th century in Adoration of the Shepherds, 1492—95 (presumed to have been owned by two popes and a 
Medici grand duke). 


Catalogue 
The approximately 220-page catalogue (The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Yale University Press, 2003), 
features 105 color illustrations. It will be available for $50.00 (hardbound). 


Free Guest Lectures, Gallery Talks and Music Performance 

Sunday, March 13, 2 p.m. in the Recital Hall, Dr. Pia Palladino, assistant curator, Lehman Collection, The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, and curator of the exhibition and author of the catalogue will present Treasures 
of a Lost Art: Italian Manuscript Painting from the Middle Ages and Renaissance. 

Sunday, March 30, 2 p.m. in the Recital Hall, Dr. Elizabeth C. Teviotdale, assistant director, The 
Medieval Institute, Western Michigan University, a leading scholar of liturgical manuscripts will present The 
Illumination of Choir Books. 

Wednesday, April 20, 7:30 p.m. in the Interior Garden Court, the Oberlin Collegium Musicum will 
present liturgical music by Carlo Gesualdo (motets) along with an eight-voice mass by Orlando Lasso with 
plainsong interpolations. 

CMA staff member Mary Woodward will offer gallery talks at 1:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 19 and 
Sunday, March 23 in the exhibition Treasures of a Lost Art: Italian Manuscript Painting of the Middle Ages 
and Renaissance. 

This exhibition will travel to the Legion of Honor, The Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco (June 7— 
Aug. 31, 2003) and The Metropolitan Museum of Art (Sept. 30, 2003—Feb. 1, 2004). 

The exhibition was organized by The Metropolitan Museum of Art. The Cleveland Museum of Art 
receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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